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Community Housing Aotearoa (CHA) 
Newsletter 21 June 2021  

Welcome to the fortnightly newsletter of Community Housing 
Aotearoa Nga Wharerau o Aotearoa. 

Last week CHA successfully hosted its first-ever online conference. A 
huge thank you to members, readers and sponsors, whose support 
and participation was invaluable in delivering the event.  

The conference examined the financialisation of our housing market, 
the importance of housing narratives, the localisation of the Right to a 
Decent Home in Aotearoa, and much more. We endeavoured to 
deliver material that aligned with the seven elements of the Right to a 
Decent Home, namely; accessibility, affordability, location, security of 
tenure, access to services, cultural adequacy, and habitability. 

These topics now set the scene for CHA's Regional Event & 
Masterclass Series which will roll out from July through to September. 
A one-off registration fee will ensure participants are able to access 
all digital and online material produced throughout the series. More 
information is available on the conference website. The Masterclass 
series of webinars and workshops will be led by CHA and the CEO & 
Sector Leaders Forum. The first webinar is on Ethical and Innovative 
Finance. Full details about this webinar are provided below.  

Articles in this issue include SHIFT Aotearoa Conference, Regional 
Event & Masterclass Series, Government Policy Statement on 
Housing & Urban Development (GPS-HUD), Insurance Guidance 
Note, Release of Interest Limitation Document, Debt Serviceability 
Restrictions, Productivity Commission and Community Housing, and 
News. 

If you have any questions about the content, please email us your 
feedback.  

 

SHIFT Aotearoa Conference  

Around 72 organisations were represented at the Shift Aotearoa 
conference last week, making it truly Aotearoa’s #right2housing 
conference. Over 30 of those organisations are not community 
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housing providers or sector bodies, meaning the conference took the 
#right2housing beyond the community housing sector to build the 
movement for change. We know participants – like any cross-section 
of our society – have different levels of knowledge about the 
#right2housing, and different ideas about how it might be useful. 
Speakers were intentionally selected to reflect that diversity: from 
insightful young professionals who have only just come across the 
notion of a human rights based approach and how it might be useful 
in the housing space and in their own work, to the Chief Human 
Rights Commissioner, Paul Hunt.  

While some familiar faces provided deep insights into changes in the 
last two years, new voices - and voices from outside the CHP sector - 
offered extraordinary insights into the meaning of the #right2housing 
from their perspectives. 

We hope you have developed a greater understanding of the right 
and its contents – the 7 elements of the #right2housing: affordability, 
accessibility, availability of services, habitability, location, security of 
tenure, and cultural adequacy. But we also hope you noticed some of 
the deeper and in some ways more important human rights-related 
themes: the need for participatory policy making, for constructive 
accountability, and access to justice, for example. These are 
extremely important democratic principles which sit at the heart of 
human rights implementation. They also happen to be notable in their 
absence from debate, discussion and proposed solutions to 
Aotearoa’s housing crisis. How would our crisis and response look if 
people on the Housing Register had any form of access to justice; 
how would it look if some formal setting and authority existed to hold 
government to account for housing outcomes? 

Making #right2housing Accessible 

 

 

This year's conference format gave attendees the ability to view the 
content when and as they wished to. The photo above is from two 
participants who watched the conference in front of their fire with a 
cup of tea in hand; talk about access to services! 

 

Regional Event & Masterclass Series  



 

Ethical & Innovative Finance for Affordable Housing 

Wednesday 14 July - 10:00am - 11.30am 

Brought to you by CEO & Sector Leaders Forum & 

Community Housing Aoteaoroa 

Join us for the first event in this year's Masterclass Series. 

This webinar brings together the following industry leaders who will 
share their views on ethical finance and how New Zealand can do 
good with money and help build affordable housing, whilst still 
making a fair profit. 

• Sam Stubbs, Managing Director, Simplicity: an active large 
scale wholesale investor’s perspective. 

• Shamubeel Eaqub, Economist – a plain talking economist’s 
view. 

• Dean Spicer, Head of Sustainable Finance, ANZ – a Bank 
perspective. 

• James Palmer, CEO Community Finance – a practitioner’s 
perspective. 

Ethical Finance is already helping community housing providers build 
more affordable housing. In the last year Community Finance has 
raised more than $100 million through New Zealand based 
philanthropists and institutional investors such as Kiwisaver funds. 
There is a growing appetite for impact investment opportunities with 
corporate New Zealand and their investors saying that they want to 
help address New Zealand’s biggest social and environmental 
challenges, like for example our housing crisis, at the same time as 
achieving a fair return. 

Register here to attend.  

 

Regional Event Series  

The Regional Events Series are primarily in-person events that will 
focus on regional specific issues, research evidence, approaches and 
policies. Where possible we will be broadcasting these events live. 
This provides an opportunity for a national audience to tune in and 
enables access to this material at anytime. Both options will be 
available to registered participants of the Regional Events Series.  
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Register here for all of our online content across the SHIFT Aotearoa 
Conference including the Regional Event Series and Masterclass 
events.  

Details of planned regional events are available on CHA's 
conference website. We encourage you to regularly check back as 
these events will be updated frequently.   

 

Government Policy Statement on Housing 
and Urban Development (GPS-HUD)  

A discussion document on the Government Policy Statement on 
Housing and Urban Development (GPS-HUD) was published on 15 
June, and HUD is inviting all New Zealanders to have their say 
through public consultation. 

The consultation will run for seven weeks to 30 July.  You can find 
the discussion document on the HUD website at: Have your Say.  

Community Housing Aotearoa and our members have engaged with 
HUD in the lead up to this discussion document.  

Please review the document and let us know your thoughts by 
sending them through to Chris Glaudel via email and by completing 
the online form on HUD’s website.  

This feedback will help HUD to finalise the GPS-HUD and publish it 
before 1 October 2021. 

 

Insurance Guidance Note  

A new guidance note regarding insurance is now available on the 
Community Housing Regulatory Authority website. 

This guidance note provides further information about requirements 
to provide evidence of current and sufficient insurance as part of the 
application and annual monitoring processes. Each CHP will need to 
determine for themselves, with suitable financial advice, what 
constitutes acceptable levels of insurance in order to maintain 
financial viability.  The Authority will continue to take a proportional 
approach when considering matters of insurance. 

 

Release of Interest Limitation Discussion 
Document  

As part of the Government's plan to cool the propery market first 
announced in March 2021, the Internal Revenue Department 
prepared discussion document proposes all new builds will be 
exempt from planned changes to the tax treatment of residential 
investment property. Public consultation is now open on details of the 
proposals, which will stop interest deductions being claimed for 
residential investment properties other than new builds.  

• Read the Government’s press release on the 
consultation here 

• Review the discussion document here   
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• Summary sheets outlining elements of the proposed rules 
availalbe here.  

 
As part of this public consultation, government is seeking feedback 
on the implications of the proposals for Māori housing, in particular: 

• how the proposals would affect dwellings on whenua Māori, 
or where the goal is to provide whānau with quality 
affordable housing and promote Māori community 
development, including on general title land. 

• how these proposals could affect papakāinga and kaumātua 
housing, or other ways in which iwi and hapū are supporting 
whānau through housing.As most community housing 
organisations are tax-exempt entities, these changes 
regarding interest deductibility and bright line test changes 
will not impact them directly. 

Where entities have charitable status or other tax exemptions, they 
will not be affected. 

 

Debt Serviceability Restrictions Added to 
Policy Toolkit  

The Reserve Bank – Te Pūtea Matua and the Minister of Finance 
have agreed to update their shared Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) on macro-prudential policy and add debt serviceability 
restrictions to the list of potential tools available according to a 
release on 16 June.  

This is a follow on from direction for the Reserve Bank to have regard 
to house price sustainability when making financial stability 
decisions.  The Bank released its analysis of how introducing a Debt-
to-Income (DTI) limit would impact investors most powerfully while 
having limited impact on first home buyers.  This will help to curb the 
financialisation of homes, which treats them as a commodity to trade 
rather than a place to raise a family.  

Over the coming months the Reserve Bank will also be discussing 
with industry the feasibility of implementing a DTI limit and other debt 
servicing restrictions as part of their financial stability toolkit. Any 
decision on implementing debt serviceability restrictions will be 
preceded by a full public consultation process, along with a 
Regulatory Impact Assessment.  Community Housing Aotearoa will 
follow this and provide further updates when they are available. 

More information: 

• Financial Stability policy tools available to the Reserve Bank to 
respond to house prices non-technical summary. 
• Report for Minister of Finance: Policy options to support sustainable 
house prices, 20 May 2021. 
• Covering memo: Policy options to support sustainable house 
prices.  
• Why the Reserve Bank is concerned about New Zealand's rising 
house prices - non-technical summary 
• RBNZ supports focus on housing.  

 

New inquiry: A fair start for all  
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Community Housing Aotearoa is pleased to note this Productivity 
Commission release from 15 June on a new inquiry. 

The Government has asked the New Zealand Productivity 
Commission Te Kōmihana Whai Hua o Aotearoa to prepare the 
Terms of Reference for a new inquiry, aimed at finding ways to break 
the cycle of long-term disadvantage. 

The available evidence points to serious disadvantage in low-income 
families and whānau in New Zealand”, says Commission Chair, 
Ganesh Nana.  “Children growing up in these households begin their 
lives ‘behind the starting line’. 

They face the prospect of a lifetime of poverty and disadvantage that 
is difficult to escape.” 

The inquiry will look at the capabilities and resources of families and 
communities to support child wellbeing, such as health, education 
and housing, as well as structural features of the economy that 
particularly impact those capabilities and resources. 

Anyone interested in the inquiry can subscribe to receive updates. 

The Commission will report back to Government with a Terms of 
Reference for the inquiry by October 2021. 

The inquiry will then run for around 12 months, with a final report due 
in late 2022. 

 

In the News  

• Ngāti Toa Turning Their Home Ownership Dreams Into 
Reality 

• A City For People: 'Wellington’s Spatial Plan - How Can It 
Help The Housing Crisis' Public Forum 

• Abbeyfield: How Health And Housing Can Go Hand In Hand 

• HUD releases Public housing quarterly report - March 2021 

• Addressing Complex Housing Policy Challenges Should Be 
A Central Priority For Governments, OECD Says 

• Feedback Sought On Future Of Housing And Urban 
Development 
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